UNFPA Palestine County Office Activities
on the Protection of Palestinian Women
in line with UN Resolution 1325
Introduction: 

UNFPA has been involved in a number of key activities surrounding the protection of women and girls in the oPt. In order to systematize the approach and link partners at the policy, programmatic and grassroots levels, a framework for UNFPA activities operationalizing UN Security Council Resolution 1325 was developed.  The framework is inclusive of the application of the GA Resolution on Palestinian women. Measures to promote protection encompass a wide range of activities.  UNFPA County office in oPt has concentrated on the following during the reporting period October 2008 until April 2009. 

Initiatives undertaken:
· Improving awareness on UN Resolution 1325 among stakeholders: through training and workshops, UNFPA has used the UN resolutions to forward understanding among NGOs and GOs staff working in gender based violence.   

· Networking among Palestinian NGOs: UNFPA supported the initiation of three NGOs coalitions to combat GBV in Nablus, Hebron and Gaza.  This initiative used training of women’s NGOs in the isolated areas to strengthen their ability to work with women and small grassroots groups at the community level on raising awareness of rights to protection from GBV and other forms of violence against women.   

· Integrating GBV as part of the counseling services in Primary Health Care facilities with RH services: this exercise is implemented by the Women Center for Legal Aid and Counseling ( WCLAC) and in partnership with the largest service providers in the oPt from government, NGOs and UNRWA facilities.  This initiative will improve the service delivery in RH especially for women, including effective response to diagnosing and treating GBV.

· Advocacy Activities: a 16-day annual campaign on VAW included support from UNFPA on posters, workshops, and TV and radio spots. The most successful part of the event was initiating a platform for discussion among a number of different actors. 

· Providing support to the formulation of a National Committee for Combating GBV:  UNFPA provided financial and technical support to the Ministry of Women`s Affairs to form a National Committee for Combating GBV. The committee includes different line ministries and NGOs. 
· Working with Municipalities: UNFPA continued to implement an innovative project with  Nablus, Jenin and Jericho municipalities. The project is working on providing psychosocial counseling and support to women and on creating community-based initiatives that enable women to protect themselves from GBV as well as access services to deal with crisis in the humanitarian context, and build the institutional capacity of local NGOs to coalition for advocacy and improved access to services, particularly psychosocial. 
· Young Women in Crisis: UNFPA started in 2008 a project with the Ministry of Social Affairs ( MoSA) that aims to protect young women from GBV. The project includes strengthening the vocational training that MoSA provides to young women, in addition to enhancing the capacity of MoSA`s staff in the area of protection and prevention of gender based violence. 

Impact of armed conflict on women and girls:
Increased domestic burden on the already physically and emotionally exhausted Palestinian women due to the increasing numbers of injured and disabled, economic crisis, being the prime caretaker at home and lack of appropriate services resulted in additional stress and worries on women.  According to PAPFAM 55.8% of respondents agreed that the level of stress generally felt by women increased since the beginning of the crises. 

Additionally, Palestinian youth, both males and females have been left with no productive outlets for their energies. Their immediate human needs for education, health care and recreation remain largely unmet, leaving them at great risk of mental disturbance, domestic violence and self destructive behavior. The crisis is likely to widen the existing gender gaps and inequalities within Palestinian society in various spheres including political participation, labor and economy, education and law and human rights. 

Furthermore, female-headed households who constitute 7.9% of the total households in oPt including 8.0% in the West Bank and 7.7% in Gaza Strip are usually with little or no regular income (PCBS, 2007). All of this has led to increasing levels of stress and incidence of domestic and gender-based violence. Moreover, the closure regime severely impacts the daily lives of Palestinian women and making them particularly vulnerable in terms of their heath-related needs and rights. This is especially true in relation to women’s access to care during pregnancy and childbirth. Due to movement restrictions  7 out 100 women experienced difficulties in accessing health facilities including delays at Israeli checkpoints. 

On the other hand, the recent 23-days military offensive on the Gaza Strip affected the ability of civilians, especially women, to access life-saving services such as emergency obstetric care. According to a study supported by UNFPA, all women interviewed experienced extreme feelings of fear and still feel this fear even after the declaration of a truce and end to hostilities. Women, just like men and children, lost all sense of security and protection. The study concluded by recommending provision of social and psychological support for women, using different methods such as relaxation exercises, painting, writing, handcrafts, talking sessions and support groups; home visits to women to provide support either individually or by forming support groups in their neighborhoods; and social and psychological support for women, youth and men and their entire families. 

The population of Gaza has suffered years of stress resulting from blockade and violence. The 18 month blockade, followed by three weeks of war has exacerbated preexisting conditions and resulted in an increase in new mental health issues among the population of Gaza. In many post conflict situation it is typical for up to 20% of the population to experience common mental disorders such as depression and anxiety and for 1% to 4% to suffer from severe mental illness. Another household survey conducted in March by FAFO in collaboration with UNFPA revealed that 34% of young people aged 18 to 24 years old reported having frequent difficulties concentrating 35% said they had recurrent feelings of hopelessness, and another 35% were so angry that they felt frequently being out of control. 49% of persons all ages reported in the same survey missing social gatherings and 37% leisure activities. 

Obstacles and challenges to strengthen women’s participation
· Security situation in the country and mobility restrictions. 
· Political split between Gaza and West Bank. 

· Competition between women`s NGOs.
Recommendations   
· To develop a unified strategy for the UN county team to work on operationalizing UNSCR1325 in the Palestinian context. 
· To strengthen the capacity of women`s NGOs and enable it to develop a unified vision towards the implementation of UNSCR1325. 
